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holing his hearer, but holding only the skirts of the spirit
that carried him whither he hardly knew, and assuredly
would not willingly have gone. But however he was
misunderstood at the time, the question for us is, What is
the burden of the prophecy, however strangely delivered ?
what is the drift of his teaching ?

The difficulties fall under two heads: first, the strange
use of familiar terms, unavoidable in the reconstruction of
a study; for example, when he means by " value" not
commercial value, but intrinsic; and by " money" not
merely the means of exchange, but "the documentary
expression of legal claim to labour" which may be destroyed,
and yet the claim may exist; and so on. In the second
place, his protest against the assumption of immorality
as the normal condition of human intercourse led him to
assume, as most people would feel, a rather higher standard
of principle than poor humanity is accustomed to practise.
Instead of replacing the old theories by a new one instantly
acceptable and applicable, he drew up, with axiom and
theorem, a scheme of economy which was "a system of
conduct founded on the sciences, directing the arts, and
impossible except under certain conditions of moral cul-
ture." Puzzling as this was to the British business-man,
it was not absurd. It was like practical Geometry, which
deals with ideally perfect triangles and circles, not with
crooked sticks; but may be useful in building and
engineering, more than if it assumed that all wood is
warped and all iron flawed. Ruskin's economy points to
an ideal; it calls on practical legislation to accept the
principle, "I ought, therefore I can," and to drag the
world up to a moral standard ; whereas the old economy's
influence was the reverse. And in practical issues he was